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DISTGNING UT.IICI'IVE XIGIIOR BDUCATION ?OLICI NINDIA: CHALLf,NIES
A\D OP?ORTUNIIIIS

IvIr, MUSTAQ MULLA, Teachlng Asisranl. Depanmenr ol nudics i. Conmcrcc. Raii
Channdmma Uiirctshy. PG Cenirc, JomklEndi ::munak.Drull 4@sm.il.coin

MiShrnk,rM BrDnu.. ,{so.l.rc prota$or Head olcommerce depanmcnl. K LE SCP Ans-
Scicncc and DDS Commerce Collese Mahalinlpur.

PfiDos. ln rhc nrenty fiEt centur), highn cducArion is a poserlul tool in socio_cconomic
dcvclopmctrr and oreralL frq.ess ofthe.od.ty. The goal nu'nber'1 ofSunainablc DeveloDmeDl

coals on cducarior clearly highlishred r. cosurc rhe quality ofeducari.n. inclusivc.ducition aDd

cqulopportrtrities to'allty 2030.lndia h thc thnd krgest educarionalhnb ne\r {o Chiia and Utriled
Sralcs in conr.criotr trill nunber ol $udena md cdrcarional iNtiturions. llorcvor. dcspnc fic
groNinE nuinbcr olcducalion,l in*itutions. internarioial ding a8eicles hare nor placed rhe lndian
uilverei!ies aDoign lop l50unire6i(ies in rho \!orld 6nking.The resarch 

'tuenionariscs: 
Hoo lnr

rhc cdrcarion policles designed bl $e uri.r govcafrcnts in deiinirg atrd implemenrins tor
inclusive groRth in lhe educari.nalsedor? Whd kidd ofshallenees are facine i0 the hiShereducarion
sy$en oth,dia? tlo{ rndirn univeniiies.an be tansfotred as a world clas educationalinqirdioi?
lhe present $udy ai'ns b highlight rhc kcy challenCes, polnt out the.pponunnics in hiShcr
educariotr !ntl to c.e e the Indian unile.siries xs orld clishieher educario'a insittrtions rnos rhc

Kcy Words-Educaliotr Policl. llCher Flducation, lidixn Univcsiry. Su$ainlble Developmcnr.

riducation has heen flNisrged6 a pftcutor nor only ro narional developmeni bur rlso a better
{tuaLity of life. h k esentirl nor only ftom rhc cconomic polnt olvies bui for hu'nan devclopmcnr
*hich G ctucial lor each individ al. MoE ihan sEvcn dccad.s aner i.dependence- a large pad ol
population a.e not rble to enjoy equrl dcces to cdusarion cspecially higher educarion. Inclusive
educari.n k a f.oces ofinclLNive developd.nr in rhc.du.ation syner ro relch out ro all lerrncrs ro
rhieve education lor rLl. lb ensure bctr inpu6 ro rhe sysrem. theCovennenr ollndia has r.kcn
initirrives to c.nnitub commksions and.omnineos for re nructure the education policics llom
rime ro rime. A lrr-se number of univesiries and inniruriom have been esrahlilhed ld higher
leaa,inB Desfire rhe gmNing nnmber ofedncational in$nuions. intcmarional rating agencies hare
not ploced the I'tian unile6ities a'nong{ top 1j0 unive6nies in rhc QS World Unive6iry Ranki,rg

rhe tirn NnioDaL ljducarion l,olicy ad.pted in 1963 hrs cmphasized rhe need lor radical
re..nsruction olrhe education p.licies. i,npmvenrentolqMliir olcdusarion aLllevels. incuharion
olscientific temFr and focus on m.ral values. The Ndionai Polh! of Education loirnulatd i', the

]ear lS36 had (ipuhred revision olpolic] in ever, fivc ycare. Thc lare$ in the seies ofedralion
policiesinclude revked NatiotralF-ducarion Policyrnd ProgrrmDreolAction id l992. sanaterof
fact. it is ro be nored d,at rhe Union Human Resource Minisr4 has lomuLarcd Dnn Nnonal
Fducatiotr Policy.20l9'b keep paceNnh various developmenr in aLlnages ofeducrtion.

Howlct(2019) in hh nudy has locuscd otr scvcolaspec6 olfonnulation and implcmcnrarion of
puhlic lolicies i', govermncc synenrs. Fl. has cxamincd lhc various tools, mechrnism and

in$rumentsloresolverheDolic)problems.Inpublicpolicylnmtrlationproccss.he has {re*ed rhe
'eeo ro.on. oer lo.oi! o. po . ) l_ i, d'd fl pl . b.h'nl'nc cl.a. on ol oo r.\

('cvdn \iOl.) h.. o! red r L|red !.'e. n'. r 1 r, 1.. l."r.o.c1"on "'r' en u'.
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Now- ilE oiher counlries around the wond Lare leamed frc:ii Llnired sratss rd perloming bercr
rcsuLt in education cxcclience ofhishq education. lhe sulhor has desiened ro promote ror bdkr
.drcarion lo thc nudcnls in mpidl)- changineelobalized and i mvative based Norld

Thc Minhty olHuman Dcvclopmcnr has liamed revised Dmh Naliooal Lducation Polic]
(2019) ro overome rhe . hal lcnscs lacing on cdu.arion sror in lndia. I[e policy has highlighted on
qualiryolcdrcarion and cqual oppontrniry lnr all ftom prc{choolro hishcrcducalion. Accordingto
(he llRD Mini$y. rhe dran nariodal educario. policy \vill mcct the prese need to iDprcve ihe
qualily ofeducalion, resarch, innovation and the hckolhdporvn in educaiion syscm in lddia.

To $udy rhc cducarion polices formulared by the governments for developmenr ollndi.n cdu€rion

To e\aminerhe challenges facine in highereducatlon 5)5teD fordesigningand implsmenrarion ol

To s0ggen remedialm..surcs to dcvclop the highereduc ion sysern.nd lo creale Indian
UnivcBilios as \rorld classhigheredrcarional in$iNtiotrs.

Thc sudy m.inl, dcscriprive in narure. The anallsis is b6ed on secondary sources iom
narionaland ihremarional liremtuE. Secondary dalahasaho collecten lroD books, websires, various
suncys. rcscarch p.pere. aniclcs. journals. Futrher. due ro lack olprimary data, the nudy is mainl]
dependso. se.ondd! data. Hencc. rhc ac.uracyofrheanalysis dcpends upon the accurac, ollhedrE
reDoned b y se..ndary so urces.

Rolc olDrsigning I'oli9 in Public t'oli.y Mrking Pror.ss
Public policy h signiil.ant conponc .latr] polirical sysem. h plays an imponant rol. i

rcelving socicral problcms. P.li.cs.rc primarilr_ fr.frcd b! rhc govchmcd to satis! public ned:
and dcmmds. The \ell-planned policics k ro shapc rhc socicty in ashievin8 so.io- econohi:
developfrcnt and mxinrainin! narion.l uniryand intcediy.

Policy design is mainly bxsed .n polic, fo.nulario. thr.trgh collection and applicarion .:
knoqiedge ro rhe developmenr md implemenration olpolicies to achieve p.licy go.ls. ln dcsiSnin:
public polic, emecrivenes servss as b6ic gorls. which can build other go.h as effecrivhes .:
cq0irl (Pcrcts er d., 2013). Hdivcvcn 

'nxinl) 
duc ro m.ny unce ai.tics poLic, nakc6 f.c. ii

dcsigning poli.es uhi.h.an xruin $cn goah nor only in rhe Dresc bur also inro the li,lure. Thui
dcsigiing ptrbic poli., is a cofrplex pr.ces i. pmcri.e ftr various msois duc ro lack ofrceurc.i
the e\ktence.fcomLptmd inemcienr bureaucrares rnd orher poLicy acrors. impmper gorLs an:

n.or i'np le m enrrtion lntl eva luation lirnsfo.mingpoLicyambili.nsinropracticekacriticalprobler
becareolhighdegreeofuncedaintyi',policymakingpmcess(Horvlet,20l9a).Hence.lormuldi.:
olsuccessfuL poli.ies dependsupor ro orercoDre techricaland politicaL problems rnd need rJequar:
resources (lliller & l-ea,nan. 1974) In recent yeam. tlt Dolic] making envi.onment k changir.
rrpidly rnd nor confined i', single purDoses such 6 health. educatior and civils.cietl, tur no\ n i.
conce.ned at rLl levek in public adm nh.a(ion rnd muhipLe sedo6 (Angelides & Caiden, l99l
lience- the poLicy ricnce has emersed 6 a sistrincanl nEa of $udy b addrcss lhe public hsu.:
llorvever. irs nilurc and chamcter is primarily liom Ncscm. cspccialry Amcrican. Dcvclopii:
countrics havc a difiircm socio-cconomic and polnicaL cnvnonmcnr.

Der.lopmeni rnd Crosrh or[duc,rion I'oli.y in Indir
The eJucarional scenario in thc lar few dccades is hishl! innrcnced by tho inpad r:

elobahzaton. Dducation is a $ale subjst. llolever, as a resulr oa76'i connitu onal amendDrenr Lr

has b..omc joinr responsibiln' borh rhe Cetue and the State Covernmenls. NoN. rhe shjsr
cducarion G undd condrrcnr lhr and rhc cenrilgovennnenr.an legislate in $e field ofeducation in
cedrin areas. After independence. a lar8e iumher olcducari.ndliniiruri.ns for hilher learning have

I
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h..n e{ahrnhed and scvcral com rn issiotr s and c.nmitees hlve bee; eiablhhcd lor developmc of
(trCC Crre Cr.up I LijM Jourul)

F

edu.ational sy$em and irs popet imPle'nenrxrions ol educalion policv acrc$ the counrry'

Rad uknhnan comNission *rs rhc tir$ major conrmnsion enablnhcd in 1949 pri'narilv ro su8een

ref.rms in hieher educrtion. ThouEh. lhe Narnrnrl Policy ol Fi "ii r06R {s iitNl"'cd *ith
on !e..nr' t!burrar. . Rcu' rcioJ,ion. .'lltr ul.J ntFmrrkod c.o.la' c.'.on'
, .c lr. .{ .tr d. ro L'i n o' ,rlh ,ea un. 

'hc 
\r.,, 

"'Pori!' 
01

Ldu.rtlon (NPE) 1936 sas ldmuiarcd Lvilh a vierv ro prcpare $udenlr lorrhc 2li.enrurl ro li{e rhe

challetrges r$.ciarcd \rith global dcvclopDerr. emcqinc Echnololics d Grdhual
cohplciilies. fo.lhe fi6r rime- io ennrc propcr iNplemenhtion ofNl'li 1936. (hc policv nrak'6laid
empiasis on nE deveLopment ol a Jerailcd PrograNne oI Aciiotr to lacilirxrc impleDenrarion ol
recomnendilion ofthe polic) in arime-bound manner.

x is noleRonhy $;r Naiiotral Poli.y of Education 1936 n b&d on inportant recomtucndalions

lion Kothari C.mmissiotr 1966. Thus. the 
'nain 

reommendations su.h as equal cducati'nrl
oppontrtrirics lo. all, socialjunice, and d.vclopmenr has rcfrained as rhe backbone of rhe NPE 1936

a;J rviscd 199, policy 6 well. lhc Twclflh tive year plan has also ]'crcd on equaloPpdnuritles

md qmllt) of hisi6 cdrcltion Reccnrly- rhe lluman Rcsource DeveLoP'ncnr MifGi!-' hrs iiamed

Drai National Fducrlion Policy 20l9. ro md nE demands among ptrblic lor impro!ingrhequaLir!
oIcducltion. research and innovdi.n (o h.kc lndiaa kndlLlcdee superposcr.

Chrll.ngcs ir Highcr Ednctlion in Indir: Anrlrsh, DiscusioN rnd Results

Si;e irdep;d.n.e, a ntrmbtr ot inporhnt commnrces. commksions and cdncarbn policies

ha!! be lramed b!rhe lMian policy frikcru in the proccss oi Dation btrildin8. Hosever' higher

cduMrior is hcins i ntrmber ofchallcnecs the UniveAnr cratrtcommision hrs nre$ed rhc n'ed

roimprovethequaLiry.lhiShereducrrionandcliDinaieresionalandsocialnrcqualnli'rrheeLevcnrh
livc irar fhn. Thc prolnion *as kcpr ro oten 16 ..ntal and 171 mod.l coLle8es in Lo$ CER

disrlct.l;spilc.lexpatr5ionofhighcrcducrtioralininuriotrs.$erea(incqmliliesinCER.mone
dilaerent catego cs The enrolmenr ollirl studens ai hiSh( education is lo$ as coDrpared ro bols
aid d,e gaps are rhible acms sial calcgorics Dlaced as shosn as figreno. 1.

Figure No. l: Gro* Enrclncnr Rrte (CER) at HighcrEducalion lclcl in differentC'tcgories

Soumc: Econonic Suncv 2013_2019 (vol.z)
lr k c!idcnl iom figre n..l rhar total CER in ecncml crtegory calctrlared as 2i.3% \rhcrcas m'le

sude snr.lmcnr mri(26.:i%) is hisher as comPrrcd ro eirl srudent (25.4%). Thk rMds is also

visible iir categorlrrkc disnibLtion, where cER olg studeDls is ako l.w in schedule c6lc !trd

S.hcdule Tribe i.e.21.4% and l'19% rcspectivel)_ in 2017_13. llerce, sirh $e lncitasing morc

rumber ot eirl studenB at school level, edu.arional inequalnv in higher ed(ation $ill be r|movcd

Funhor in colonial pdiod rhcre rere lcrious itre'lualnics in higlrer educarion stnem' Higho

t,Ilgcl 9 copr riglri i, 2o2iAtrtlror
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dilt.trlr lo tird a ruml schedule c;{e or scheduLe tibc \tm;sho n nudyine in r college. Ann
iid.pcndcncc. rhc number ol univeniries and cdLleges hxre in.rcased bur the! rre mablc ro

accohmodarc all sudctrb those pa$i',Aoui lroD rcondtr schooh.,4s p.r ISIlE (2015 l7)tpod.
rhe nu,nbcr olunivc.sil, has ircrc0scd iom 621 to 799 and colle-qes frofr 1297,11o 39071 during the

period2010 ll ro20li-l6arcplaccdirligtrren.zand:i
Figurc No. ?: No otUnilrnity fslablished during li$iod 20l0rl to I01516

Source: Sonxe: AU Indin Snrtcyotr
f iBnreNo.3: \oolColfugsEslrlli\l'cd

HiSh!r F.inrriion (20lri l?)
dlllls l]!r!q4lq! b?!l!:l!

;T: :]* T.'

lndiah.sahvaysbeenalandolscholanmdlerrneslnmcient(i'ncs.lndiswshighlightedaLl
over$e *orld lbr rhc univesities-Iaxiia-NaiaDd4 Viknmshihand nsschola6. Dtrdn8rhc Briiish
pcdod. rhc dcvclopmenr oleducation {as con.en!?ted ro fuLfilllhe necJs ol.olonial powc6. Alicr
indcpcndc.cc, thc erowth in $udent enrclment erio of higher educrtion whi.h h qunc low 0s

.omprrcd ro thc orho dcvclopcd and deleloping mtlors rvi$our ir.reasing nrore snrolmcnr ar schol
Lelel, higher educxtion insirtrrions h insuttcienr to lhe gosing demand in the comty. At present.
public univeriries xre largely concmtarcd in thc convcnrional disciplines \hereas n vare

uriversilies rhe studenr enrol'nenr is overwheLmingly in the mr*cldrivcn disciplines. The tobl
trunrber ofnudents elrolLed in la.ious c.unes in u.iversiries and collslcs lrom 201I-12 to 2015-16
as shown inlable no.1 and r,sure n..4.
Tabl€ No.l: Nunber ofSlndenls Enrollcd in Diflcrcnt Cou6cs olHighcr f,ducrliod from 2011-

CoDrrirhl ft 20:1.{uih.i
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Fisur. No.l: Ntrmb.r d \lud.nG rDrotk'l in va.iouscouxsorHish.r Edn.,iion (10I-12

source: All trdia Snn.y on trElrr Edu.riion (20I6 l7)
Table ro.t .nd figure no,l sho\ls rtmr rhc en.olmeN rarc i,r Jifierem orrs have mr Ebrn

signilicanrl! ,luring ihe livc y.ars as per erpeclarton. thc gror h of nudcnr has i|creas(ilhN..ol3r.iltrnj0t ..4..3!.-3ti,,lot!-tu.' k,-..-t.trcJd_r < l. in-. )e...btr ' c, \, { . 'o r..' {\rrnrab!o .t
Poor infiann'.rure is atrorhcr bi-q cha ense b rhe hjrhn cJucarionat svnem in tndi, tn nral{tu rl- i-.1.!tur"nnocotrs,\ 

'r .roo .,rr-e. udin..Mouo.u..o,.-..-a,^" ,i.
havc insuflicienr in hasic inridri[crur.s tikc fLrnnu'e. tcx.hen. libBN and hodet fa.itni.s lr k!o r \''o(rt ro.nr r.i nm.oo....'e-trr,n", .. ",.; c 0...o-q e,..onJdl,'d.h-5.-di!.on, i"rnuon.tr .se1e!.)' i hJ,rc t, .",i.re,.,-: hieh ortrat(
studcnr due ro nnancirl coDnrainrs and tackoriDre.est ir cdu.arion Accordinsro Ec;0o;icSuney.
rlL 

' 
d1 i, or m,c 1 .o crii.e.,.o.,),.rnrer o,ris,r-eo..arcri.,:o

\cr) rln ltonomr \une).l0 3 lo)

R(oomend{rions lor Re-designine Eigher Education poti.y in Indie
In,eelob.lizingeru_thchilhereducarjoninhrdiah.rcro$roads.Hcnce.thereisanrscnr

nc.dlorpop.rinappin3othighc.educdionxtjn{iiutjonsx,heri,rrhetaFflutrerndrcmorcrr.as-rre
Eivcn due .oi s ideratioi loicirbli\hing spon$ed ifsndiois/prognmnes. r.fiins shotrtd be madeoc.dblil..o( 'ir.rotr,,rhgt,ertedn.- .nd ,-d r.ron .de,o

' ln ot olterinj n -d \.sco J .l t-o,,cr. d our c. lhc ru,ltr or.lL on nc..J. oc r,.l1ed ot .dt''.e o r, .u,,ic ',r,.p.. o, c.h,.....,., ,,i,rc
.n, nn'nenDl ..F;udd rd o.at ,.- e..Bc[. , inrn8 , n,. , . \ end .ot r. . ..t h.r..n'\i muJb.I .r rJ"qrr" otr.,"...'i .J.0..\m n.rJ.,o,.8. rrmp,.r.. r., e:,
nude -tcacher rilio husr be impmved to an idral tevet, pcriodrc ieieshn Nu$nnlirins
prograhmes lo all rcachetr lor rhe mnk of Assjjanr ftofesor io profesor h dlso necesar! r;e,. d\rru l'h oer o r' - Lrd.tr r. A tr. drnre,.. -r,e.rAcao.m. sr.n, ot[Ec.

,.n 
'.n. 

.l ,L d be e{.,ot .t--o ror...-.i'ul. 0.",i. e..,rcto",.t,,,,ec,t,ui.i,.ttea-.onr,."
Jnd 

're.n! 
!Llu.Ion ol f.truLr\
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lligher e'lucarion should be used as a porvertul tool lbr ccono ic develoDmenr and ovcnlt
pDere$ ofrhc .ounty. Tl,e developed and dcvclopin! counries iry io imprcre rheir edrcarionat
syslem. promorc rhen yrcio cu tural idetrtir! and to ftccr rhc challenges ofrhe times. To psmorc
inclusivc derelop,nent in ourcountrythcrc is urg.nr nccJ b pronore inctusive educarion. Thus, n is
cl.tu lmm ahove 

'nertioned 
ticr rhar inclusivc eJucarnnr is onll oprion \hich c.n bridge rhe

edrcationa grps among allEotrpsand can also provide equrl opponuniries ro att. Highs cducdion
in India hs expaDdcd vcry rapidly during ihe La$ seven de.adcs ancr indEpendencc. b t it not
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